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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGSMILI, MI. US 

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF TDY DEFENSE ATTACHE 

REF: LILONGWE 1056 

1 . YOU SHOULD NOT RPT NOT INFORM GOM OF DATT'S REPLACEMENT 
AT THIS TIME. QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO ASSIGN TDY 
DATT IS BEING CONSIDERED BY DEPARTMENT AND DIA IN THE CON- 
TEXT OF DESIGNING APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO GOM'S ACTION 

IN TURNING DOWN FAO TRAINEE REQUEST. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO BEEN INFORMED THAT DIA IS CONSIDER- 
ING ASSIGNING MAJOR BICKEL AS PERMANENT DATT. FROM YOUR 
TELEGRAMS, WE ASSUME THAT HIS NAME WAS EARLIER RAISED 
WITH THE GOM IN CONNECTION WITH THE FAO SLOT, AND THAT 
HIS NOMINATION AS DATT RISKS A FURTHER EMBARRASSING 
CONTRETEMPS WITH THE GOM. IS THAT ASSUMPTION CORRECT? 
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WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS ON THIS QUESTION? CHRISTOPHER 
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